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                     THE  STORY  OF  A  DYNASTY

            IN THE EUROPEAN HOTEL BUSINESS
THE  BUCHER  FAMILY

Since 1869 the success of some of the most prestigious hotels in Europe has been linked to the name of the Bucher family.

The Bucher family still owns some of the most prestigious hotels in Europe which, since the nineteenth century, have played host to aristocracy for holidays and business trips.

The Bucher name became linked to the hotel business through the work of Franz Joseph Bucher who was born in Kerns near Lucern on January 17th 1834, the son of a well-to-do family living in the Swiss countryside. Franz Joseph left his studies early when his father died in order to be able to look after the family affairs together with his mother.

At the age of 30, ambitious to expand his entrepreneurial activities, he went into business with a local carpenter and wood merchant, Giuseppe Durrer to form the “Bucher-Durrer” company which was to become famous for its wood products and, in particular, for hotel construction.

In 1869 the Bucher-Durrer company built the Sonnenberg  hotel in the beautiful Engelberg valley. The operation was a great success and the hotel was sold the very next year for a handsome profit. Franz Joseph's nose for a business deal, together with Durrer's technical skills, meant that the company was always present in those areas where the growing tourist trade required new buildings to welcome visitors.

At the beginning of the 1870s Bucher decided to invest in the beauty of the summit of the Bürgenberg and the splendid "belvedere" known as Tritt Alp which, until then, was only known to the few because it was so difficult to reach. Bucher bought the whole mountainside and built a road to the beauty spot, where he built the Burgenstock with large sunny terraces looking out onto a view of incomparable beauty. This became famous as a place of convalescence and still displays a bust of its founder.

Towards the middle of the 1880s, Bucher began to broaden his business horizons and expanded his business into those other countries which he felt offered good tourist potential.

During this period he became a partner in the grand hotel Méditerranée in Pegli and later, in Genoa, he was commissioned to build the public tramway service, a tunnel connecting the station with the city centre, and the funicular railway serving Righi above the city.

He also built the Palace Hotel in Milan and bought the Albergo Quirinale in Rome.

The end of the nineteenth century saw Bucher involved on many fronts. In Basel he rented the Hotel Euler, in Lugano he transformed the monastery close to the church of St Mary of the Angels into the elegant Palace Hotel. His last project, before his death in 1906, was the construction of the famous Albergo Semiramis  in Cairo.

The tradition started by Franz Joseph Bucher was then taken up by his children and grandchildren. Thus we find Otto Bucher at the Angleterre in Geneva, Oscar Wirth at the Hassler and the Eden in Rome, Elsa Wirt Bossi at the Regina Palace in Stresa, and Rudy Bucher at the Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni in Bellagio.

Today the Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni is owned by Rudy's son, and Franz Joseph's great grandson, Gianfranco Bucher, who studied his trade at the School of Hotel Management in Lausanne and runs his hotel with the same passion as his predecessors in the family.

For further Information contact:

Noel M. Carroll - Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni
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Ph: 914-961-0334 Fax: 914-961-6435
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